Boating Falalitics

Lrqislative Touncil,

Thursday, 8tk October, 1896,

Government School Tenchers: increases of snlury to—
Boating fatalitins on Swan River: prevention of —
Bastardy Lawg Act Amendment Hill: seqond rend.
tng—Western Australian Land Company's Conces-
sion: purchuse nf--Waterworks Bill: Arst rending
—Australnsian Federation Enabling Bill: first read-
ing—Judyes' Pensions Bill: Lhird reading-—Coloninl
Possengers Bill: second rending; committee—
Mines Regulation Act Amendinent Bill: committce
—Agricultura) Tands Purchuse Bill: third readiug
resrinded; third reading—Loan Bill (£3,500,000)
1806 : second rending —Adjournment.

Tae PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir G- Shen-

ton) took the chair at 430 o’clock
pm.

GOVERNMENT SCHOOL TEACHERS—
INCREASES OF SALARY TO.

Tue How. C. A. PIESSE asked the
Minister for Mines: Whether any provi-
sion hag been made by the Government
to raise the salaries of the Govern-
ment schoo! teachers throughout the
colony.

Tre MINISTER FORMINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom) replied : The matter
is under the consideration of the depari-
ment.

BOATING FATALITIES ON SWAN RIVER
—PREVENTION OF.

Tue Hon. F. M. STONE: By leuve of
the House I beg to withdraw the resolu-
tion I moved yesterday.

Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

Tre Hown. F. M. STONE: I now beg
to move.—* That, in the opinion of this
House, some means should be tuken for
the protection of the lives of persons
boating on the Swan River.” In view of

what happened recently T feel sure that |

this motion will commend itself to hon.
members. The means 1 would suggest
of giving effect to it are, in the first place,
to increase the number of the river police
by two or three, and by providing a hoat
of considerable size and having on board
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ances. The police could then cruise about
in the more dangerous parts of the river
and render any assistance in their power.
Then I would propose that lifebuoys
should be placed at Qiffcrent points be-
tween Perth and Crawley. 1 may say
here that if lifebuoys had been placed
along the bank of the river, as I suggest,
in all probability the last two accidents
wonld not have terminated fatally. In
one case & man swamn out with a rein and
was unsuccessful, but if he had had a
lifebuoy the chances are that a life would
have been saved. In the last accident,
which took place within 150 yards of the
shore, although there were a number of
people looking on, no one counld do any-
thing to render assistance. If lifebuoys
bad been available probably all four lives
would have been saved. The cost of buoys
is very little—about 10s. each. Therefore
a small expenditure of £5 would be all
that would be required in this direction.
T would suggest that seme of the buoys
should have lines attached to them, so
that those on board could render assist.
ance. I should also like to see all boats
let out for hire licensed, and compelled
to carry life-saviag appliances. At pre-
sent we are all aware that hoats are
allowed to go out overcrowded. Parties
go out in calm wealher, and when they
get into the Narrows the strong sea
brevzes come up, and then the accidents
happen. No doubt in the late acuident
the party went out in the calm, and that,
when they were returning, the breeze
sprang up, and the boat overturncd. It
may be suid that, if people are foolish
enough to go out without having any
experience in the managemeot of boats,
why should we trouble. I may pointout
that we make regulations for the protec-
tion of life on land. We have regula-
tions about driving round street corners.
for preventing persons getting into trains
in motion, and for preventing the point-
ing of firearms. If we take such steps to
prevent loss of life on land, why should
we not adopt means for saving life on
water? 1 may say, also, that a police
boat ts necessary on the river to protect
property and to prevent foul language
heing used. There are at present three
river police, but, as they are obliged to
do duty at night, they are not able to
work in the day as well. I feel sure this

a sufficient quantity of life-saving appli- | House will agree to the motion.



950 Boating Fatalifies

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
K. H. Wittenoom) : Thave much pleasure
in supporting this motion, for it deals
with a matter of considerable importance.
‘Whatever precautions we may take, there
must always be ihis difficulty staring us
in the face. When any person is upset
in the water at a moment’s notice, he will
probably be drowned if he caunot swim,
and, that being so, it. is not easy to devise
a means of preventing loss of life. We
can, however, mimruise the danger by
providing that boats shall not be allowed
to go out unless they are in charge of
persons who understand them, and unless
they are properly equipped with life.
saving apparatus. Even then the difti-
culty will not be surmounted, because it
will generally be found that, althongh
life-buoys may be on hoard they will be
tied to the mast, and will not be available
for use when required. Still, whatever
time is spent in discussing this motion
will not b wasted.

Tug PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir G.
Shenton) : This is one of the oecasions
on which T shall exercise my right of
saying u few words on the guestion before
the House. There are very few who have
had wmore experience on the river than
myself. In my early days I wuas con-
stantly upon it, and I may safely say that
neither T nor those with whom I was
associated ever had un acadent. At the
sume time, we always fook the precaution
of having the necessary appliances for
saving life on beard should an accident
oseur. Those who have read the accounts
of the accidents which havelately oceurred
must have been struck with the fact that
the loss of life took place owing to want
of proper hife-saving-appliances being at
hand. These accidents happened between
here and Crawley. Hon. members know
that T am backwards and forwards every
day, and I think T may safely say that,
had there been appliances on the road,
the lives of all the unfertunate indi-
viduals ¢concerned would have been saved.
Take the case which happened off Polly
Point. In this instance a man swam out
with » rein and did all he could. If he
had had a buoy with about sixty vards
of line attached, the drowned man would
huve been saved. Then as regards the
accident which took place last Sunday.
I passed by the spot the next morning,
when the bodies were recovered. They
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were obtained within ten yards of the
shallow channel. There were people on
the road at the time the acvident oceurred,
and if life-saving appliances had been
available, most of the lives, if not all of
them, would have been saved. I dohope
that something will be done during this
coming summer, when the fatalities ave
most likely to oceur, to place some life.
saving apparatus between Mill Lane und
Crawley Point. It my memory serves me
aright, the late Mr. Henty, when urging
4 similar motion upon this House, sug-
gested that a stage should be made off
the Canning Humps, where four lives at
that time were lost.  On that occasion, if
there had been anything of the kind near
at hand all these lives would have
been saved. Then thers is a matter
which deserves the immediate attention
of the Ticensing Bowrd. They should,
I think, license all boats plying for
hire, anud lmit the number of pas-
sengers to he carried by each, Living
at Crawley as I do, I éannot help seeing
the number of hoats upon the river on
Wednesdays, Saturdays, and Sundays,
and which are either overcrowded or in
charge of persons totally ignorant of the
management of them. Really, the num-
her of fatalities on the Swan River is
becoming a serious matter. T do not
think that in any part of Australia there
is so large a fatality list as we have here,
and it is therefore a matter of urgency
thut we should do something to prevent
this lamentable loss of life.

Tar Hov. D. K. CONGDON: I rise
with pleasure to support this motion. In
the course of a long esperience of the
river I am only too well aware of the
number of lamentable accidents which
have ocewrred.  From Crawley to Mill
Point seents to be more dangerous than
the lower part of the river, and I entirely
agree that steps should be taken at the
earliest possible moment to provide life-
saving appliances. I think also that we
should compel those who let hoats out
for hire to place life-saving apparatus on
board. It might also be said that a
person who understands the management
of a boat should always go out with it.
That would be rather a difficult matter
in a case like that of BMr. Butson’s, of
Fremantle, who had some thirty boats for
hire. I entirely go with the Hon. Mr.
Stone in thinking that a police boat
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should be kept moving about in the

dangerous parts of the river so as to be
availahle if any accident occurs. [ shall
support the motion,

Tre How. C. A. PIESSE: Coming
down in the train the other day I heard
a person wake a very good suggestion,
which I will give to the House. This
individual considered that it would he =
good thing if the makers of Dboats were
compelled to put a strip along the bottom,
so that it o capsize occurred the occu-
pants would have sowmething to hold to.
I give this suggestion to the House for
what it is worth.

Tee Hoxn. F.T. CROWDER:: I have
much pleasure in supporting this motion,
and T entirely corcur with the very able
vewwrks which you, sir, have been pledsed
to make in regard to it.  After the
expression of opinion on the part of hon.
members, if the Government do not take
immediate steps to carry out the motion
they will show a lamentable want of care
for the lives of the people. During last
year many accidents occarred, and as our
population is so rapidly increasing, we
must expect to hear of more oceurrences
m the future. Many lives have heen lost
up to the present, and the number will
be cousiderably increased as time goes
on, and I hope the Government will take
mmmediate steps to minimise the dangers
to those who use the river as a means of
recreation.

Tue How. A. B. KIDSON: T think
the hon. gentleman who introduced this
motion should receive our hearty thanks.
These constantly recurring accidents are
cansing anxiety to all of us, and they
must lead us to the conclusion that some-
thing should be done to prevent them if
possible.  We find that boats are over-
crowded, a practice that should at once
be stopped, and we should also make it
compulsory that there should be on board
sufficient. life-saving apparatus for the use
of passengers in case of accident. Popu-
lation is pouring into the colony at a
great rate, and we may take it that boat-
mg will be indulged in more in the future
than ic has been in the past. Therefore,
whatever we ean do to reduce the dangers
in conuection with i, it should be our
duty to give eftect to it.

Question put and passed.

Motion agreed to.
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BASTARDY LAWS ACT AMENDMENT
BILL.

SECOND READING.

Tue Howx. R. 8. HAYNES: I hope
the House will receive this Bill in the
same spirit in which I bring it forward.
Under the present Act a magistrate has
power to make an order aguinst the
putative father of a child for payment of
5s. uw weck.  Hon. members will agree, I
think, that the amount is not suflicient
in all cases. Tt may, perhaps, be enough
in Perth and Fremantle, but I do not
think it is sufficient on the goldfields. In
some of the other colonies the amount
payable is left to the discretion of the
magistrate, but I have adopted 12s. 6d. as
being the st which I consider.a reason-
nble one. A magistrate need nol always
give the full amount, but he can fix such
sum up to 12s. 6d., as he thinks fair and
reasonable. The reason why an Act was
passed originally to compel putative
fathers to coutribute towards the main-
tenance of their illegitimate childven was
that it was found that girls would get
into trouble, and finding that they could
not support the child, would do away
with it. TUnless we in this colony make
the eontribution a reasonable one there
is no doubt we shall hear of many cases
of infanticide owmg to the high cost of
living. I move that the Bill be now read
w second time.

Tue Hon. D. McKAY: If this Bill is
passed, it will tend to the increase of
mmorality, and, therefore, I shall oppose
it.

Tue Hox. C. E. DEMPSTER: I think
this Bill is a very good one. TFive
shillings per week is not suffictent to
support a woman and her ¢hild; I think
12s. 6d. little enough.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

IN COMMITTEE.
The Bill was then considered in com-

mittee, agreed to withont amendment,
reported, and report adopted.

Tae PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir (. Shen-
ton} then left the chair for an hour.

On resuming,
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PROPOSED PURCHASE OF GREAT
SOUTHERN RAILWAY AND LANDS.

MESSAGE FROM THE LEGISLATIVE
ASSEMBLY,

Tare PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir G. Shen-
ton) reported the receipt of the following
- Message fromthe Legislative Assembly:—

* Message No. 41.

“Mr. President,—

“The Legislative Assembly having this
“day passed the following resolution:—
“ That this House approves of the pur-
“chase by the Government of the whole
“of the interests of the Western Aus-
“tralian Land Company of Western
“ Australia, including the railway from
“ Beverley to Albany, all rolling stock,
“unsold land, wunpaid iostalments in
“arrear and in prospect on lands sold on
“ deferred payments, and all other pro-
“perty of every descriplion in Western
“ Australia, and rights and interests
“under the contract between the Govern.-
*“mment and Anthony Hordern, dated 25th
“day of Qctober, 1884, for the sum of
“QOne million one hundred thousand
“ pounds,” presents the same to the Legis-
“lative Couneil for its concurrence.

“Jas. G. Lre STEBRE,
“ Speaker.

“ Legislative Assembly Chamber,
““ Perth, 7th October, 1896.”

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom): I move that this
Message be taken into consideration in
committee this evening.

Tue Hon. F. T. CROWDER: I see
it is reported in a mewspaper that the
Government have already wired to Lon-
don slating that this malter has been
fixed up. I cannat, therefore, see the use
of our considering it.

Tas MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom) : I do not know what
appears in a newspaper, but it is very
improbable that the Government have
done anything of the kind.

Question put and passed.

Mbotion agreed to.

WATERWORKS BILL.
This Bill was received from the Legis-
lative Assembly, and was read a first
time.
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Ewvidence Amendment Bill.

AUSTRALASIAN FEDERATION
ENABLING BILL.

This Bill was received from the Legis-
lative Assembly, and wus read a first
time.

JUDGES’ PENSIONS BILL.

THIRD READING.

This Bill was read a third time, and
pussed. .

COLONIAL PASSENGERS BILL.
THIRD READING.

This Bill was read a third time, and
pussed.

EVIDENCE AMENDMENT BILL.

SEGOND READING—ADJOURNED DEBATE.

Tee Hox. D. K. CONGDON : I wusin-
duced to propose the adjournment of the
debate, because at the time T was con-
fusing this Bill with apother which bears
almost the same fitle. Since then I have
considered the matter, and have come to
the conclusion that it is & good Bill, and
I hope it will pass.

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom) : I desire to thank
the Hon. Mr. Haynes for moving the
second reading of this Bill, for I find
that the Attorney General did introduce
it into the Legislative Assembly, and that
I ought to have taken charge of it here.
However, the hon., member probably
explained it better than T conld have done,
and I tender my thanks to him.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

IN COMMITTEE.

Clauses 1 to 4 agreed to.

Clause 5—Coptes of extracts to he
furnished :

Tae How. R. 8. HAYNES: I move
that the word ° fourpence” he struck
out, and “twopence” inserted. The
usual price for copying is twopence per
folio, and not fourpence.

Tae Hown. 8. H. PARKER: As pro-
bably no extract required will be of any
great length, T do not think it is worth
sending the Bill back to the Legis.
lative Assembly for the purpose of making
this small amendment.
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Amendment put and negatived.

Clause agreed to.

The remaining clauses were agreed to,
the Bill reported, and the report adopted.

MINES REGULATION ACT AMENDAMENT
BILL.

IN COMMITTEE.
New clause:

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittencom): I beg to move that
the following new clanse be added to the
Bill :—¢ Every person who fails to comply
with Sections 2, 3, and 4 shall be guilty
of an offence against this Act.”

Question put and passed.

Olause agreed to.

Bill reported, and report adopted.

AGRICULTURAL LANDS PURCHASE
BILL.

THIRD READING RESCINDED.

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom): T think, sir, that
last night you sald you would give a
ruling as to the position which this Bill
is in. Tt has been read a third time
before, and notice has been given to read
it again a third time to-day.

Tue PRESIDENT (Hon. 8ir G. Shen-
ton) : I have considered this matter, and
looked into the past proceedings of it,
and I am of opinion that, to place our-
selves in order, we must rescind Lhe
motion which was previously passed, by
which the Bill was read a third time, and
then read it a third time again. Where
mistakes have occurred—and there is no
doubt that & mistake bas been made in
regard to this Bill-—power is given by
which they can be rectified. Oun the last
occaston, before reading the Bill a third
time, we should have sent it to the
Asgsembly with the amendments we pro-
posed. I would suggest to the hon. the
Minister, therefove, that in the first place
he should move to rescind our previous
resolutioa.

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom): In accordance with
your ruling, I move, *“That the resolu-
tion adopted by the Council on 2nd
September last agreeing to the third
reading of the Agricultural Lands Pur-

_chase Bill be rescinded.”

Question puat and passed.

Resolution rescinded.
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THIRD READING.

T're MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittencom) : I move that the Bill
he now read a third time.

Tre Howv. ¥'. M. STONE : I move as
an amendment that all the words after
“that” be strock out, and the words
“the Bill be read a third time this day
three months” inserted in lieu thereof.
‘We have just had an intimation that the
Government have purchased the Great
Southern Railway and all the benefits
under the contract entered into between
the Government and Anthony Hordern,
which include a large area, amounting to
nearly 38,000,000 acres, of agricultural
land. This land, I take it, will now be
thrown open, and therefore there is no
necessity for this Bill. When this Bill
was proposed it was said that it was
necessary, because there were no agricul-
tural lands available, but that cannot be
so now, If the Government are going to
purchase land and clear and drain it,
besides addiug 10 per cent. to the cost, it
will so increase the price that the Govern-
ment will not be able to resell it when
they have so much land available along
the Great Southern Railway, at a lower
price. I take it that the Government
would oot have agreed to purchase the
railway and lands of the Western Aus.
tralian Land Company unless they con-
gidered the lands would he of sowe use.
I know the hon. the Minister will say
that I have taken every step possible to
throw this Bill cut. T admit that up to
a certain point I have. Yesterday I did
not care anything whout the amendments ;
all I was concerned in was in maintaining
the dignity of the House. Now, how-
ever, the position is changed, and no
necessity exists for the Bill. Therefore,
I hope those hon. members who voted for
it on the ground that there was no agri-
cultural land available will now vote with
me in laying the Bill aside.

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom): I must say the
Hon. Mr. Stone is a very determined
opponent. If he cannot gain his point
in one way he witl try to gain 1t in
anather. He has just brought forward a
most ingenious argument, and I congratu-
late him upon it, but at the same tine it
will not hold water. The Bill before us
is purely permissive. The object of it is
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to enable the Government, if opportunity
offers, to acquire any first-class agricul-
tural land that may be adjacent to our
railways, The Bill is so hedged round
that there can be no jobbery, and it will
only be put into force if land is offered in
guitable positions. The Hon. Mr. Stone
says that, because the Government con-
template gnining possession of the land
along the Great Southern Railway, there
is no necessity for this Bill, but we must
remember that the lands between Albany
and Beverley are not the only lands in
the colony. T will not waste the time of
the House, however, but will simply ask
hon. members to vote for the Bill,

Tue How. K. G. BURGES: It seems
to me to be a most extraordinary thing
that we should have to fight thiz Bill
over again. As the hon. the Minister
says, the land along the Great Southern
Railway 1s not the only land in the
colony. Having recently travelled through
the Eastern districts, I must say that a
Bill of thig sort: is necessary. There are
large blocks of first-class agricnltural
land lyving idle, and if we do not take
some steps lo utilise them we shall soon
have cither to alter cur land laws so as
to make improvements compulsory or we
shall have to impose a land tax. If the
Government do not properly spend the
money which will be at their command,
I am sure there are plenty of hon. mem-
bers who will call them to account. T
ask that this Bill should have a fair
trial.

Tree Hon. A. B. KIDSON: I hope
hon. members will not give this Bill a
fair trial, but will support the amend.
ment of the Hon. Mr. Stone. The argu-
ment of that hon. gentlemun is about as
strong as it possibly can be, and the hon.
the Minister has mudenoattempt toanswer
i, It is time to bring in a Bill of this
kind when it is necessary, and not before.
There are thousands of acres of land on
the (Rreat Southern Railway which will
now be available, and, therefore, there is
no use in having this Bill. Since this
Bill was introduced circumstances have
considerably altered. The Government
having now obtained possession of nearly
3,000,000 acres of land, I fail to see why
we should give power to purchase more.

Tue Hon. E. McLARTY : I have heard
the argument used before that, because
the Government have purchased the
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Great Southern Railway, this Bill is not
necessary, but to my mind that has
nothing whatever to do with it. This
Bill is just as necessary now as ever it
was. ‘There are plenty of Crown lands
available, but the object of this Bill is to
endeavour to cut up the large holdings
and get them settled. Representing the
Southern district us I do, I sheuld not be
doing y duty if I allowed it to go forth
nocontradicted thal, because this land
along the Great Southern Railway had
been purchased, therefore all the settle-
ment must take place o that divection.
I know several large estates the owners
of which cannot sell them, not because
they are not asking a fair price, but
because the estates are too large for
people to purchase.  If the Government
buy them I feel surc there will be no
difticulty in cutting them up and selling
them without the slightest trouble.

Tux How. F. T. CrowpEr: And do
a grood turn for their friends.

Tae Hov. E. McLARTY : Do a good
turn for the colony.  Although the Bill
is passed, the Government will not be
bound to spend the whole of the £200,000.
Morcover, it is so safeguarded and hedged
round in every possible way that no risk
is run in passing it.

Tue Hox. 8. H. PARKER: T think
hon. gentlemen are right in saying that
the land along the Great Southern Rail-
way is not the only land in the colony,
for we know that there are vast areas of
agricnltural lands on the Avon and along
the Southern and Midland Railways. T
cannot but think, however, from the fact
of the Government having just purchased
22 million acres of land from the Western
Australian Land Company, that it is
carrying out the principle of this Bill to
a very large extent, for it will burst up
one of the largest estates in the colony.
We know that the company had a right
to select within 40 miles of the railway,
and we take it that the best land was
availed of. This land has been repur-
chased at what I may say is a very large
price. We know that the railway and
rolling-stock is valued at £600,000, and
therefore £500,000 of the £1,100,000 it
i1s proposed to pay goes for the land.
This is a large amount to pay for the
purchase of agricultural land in one year.
Why, then, should the Government ask
for permission to spend £200,000 more ¢
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Why not let us see how settlement goes
on on the lands which have just been
purchased, and then afterwards sce
whether this Bill is necessary P T had no
idea when 1 advocated this Bill that we
were going to have a Loan Bill for
£3,500,600 brought in, a Waterworks
Bill besides, and then purchase this rail-
way and its lands, or I should not have
supported it. Secing that we are about to
incur these large liabilities, it behoves us,
T think, to look at matters with an eye
to economy. Can the Government get
rid of the lunds they have purchased
from the Great Southern Railway within
the next 10 years? It may be unfortu-
nate that the Government have heen
compelled to spend all the money for the
purchase of agricultural Jands in one
district, but, having done so, I am not
prepared to assent to more being ex-
pended in other districts at present.
Question, that the words proposed to
Lie struck out stand part of the question,
put.
! The House divided with the following
result :—

Ayes 11

Noes 7

Majority for 4
AYES, NoEs

ES,
The Hon. \¥. Alesander
The Hon. F. T. Crowder
The Haon, A. B. Kidson
The Hon. 8. H, Purker
The Hon, J. E. Richurdson
The Hon. H. J, Saunders
The Hon. F. M. Stoue
{Teller).

The Hon. R, G. Burzes
The Hen. C. E. Dempsier
The Men, J. W. Haclett
The How. R. 3. Haynes
The Hon, D, ¥McKay
The Hon, E, McLorty
The Hou. €. A. Piesse
The Hou. W, Spencer
The Hon. J. H. Toayler
The Hon. E. H. Wittenoom
The Hon. D. K. Congdon
(Telter).

' Question put and passed.
Bill read a third tune and poessed.

PROPOSED PURCHASBE OF GREAT
SOUTHERN RAILWAY AND LANDS.
MESSAGE FROM THE LEGISLATIVE
ASSEMBLY,

Counsideration in committee of Legis-
lative Assembly’s Message No. 41 (vide
p- 952 ante).

Tas MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom): I have much pleasure
in moving the adoption of this Messaye,
which has been sent to us by the Legis-
lative Assembly for owr coocurrence.
Hon. members are, no doubt, aware that
steps have been tuken to carry out a
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generally expressed desire that the Gor-
etnment should purchase this railway;
and during the last twelve months nego-
tiations have been tuking place with Lhis
end in view. A few wonths ago the
company offered the line for a certain
sum, but this the Government would not
give. Further negotiations took place,
with the result that the Government,
subject to the confirmation of Parlia-
ment, offered £1,100,000, which the com-
pany agreed to accept. The Legislative
Assembly have had the matter hefore
them, and bave confirmed the action of
the Government; and it now remains
for this House to say whether, in their
opinion, the purchase 15 i the best in.
terests of the colony. 1t hus been coen-
sidered desiruble to take over the railway
for three or four reasons. In accordance
with the general policy of the country, it
is considered wise to do away with pri-
vate railways as far as possible, and have
one national system, worked upon one
basis and upou one scale of charges.
Another reason is thut this was o land
grant railway, and for constructing it
the company got ahout 3,000,000 acres
of land. In purchasing the company’s
interests, the Government get back nearly
the whole of this land, and will conse-
quently be able to work it in the same
way that other lands of the colony are
worked. While the company has held
the land they have not worked it in a
satisfactory manner; and 1 am told that
those who have purchased sulections from
the company are very discontented. Again,
we know that there have been some very
serious disputes between the company
and the Government as to the right of
the company, under its concession, to
select - townsite lots; and, by the pur-
chase, these disputes will be settled, and
all further trouble saved. It is needless
for me to go intlo the particulars of the
line, because they are well known. It is
in good working order, and it has been
thoroughly inspected by the Government
inspectors, who declare that it is in ex-
cellent condition.

Tur Hon. C. E. DEMPSTER : Slecpers
as well ?

Tre MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom): Yes, the amount of
trafic of late yeurs has been very good.
and has been sufficient even at the price
the Government propose to give to make
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the railway pay. Seeing that the valua-
tion of the railway is only £600,000, it
looks as if the Govermmnent are giving
£500,000 for the land, but I may point
out that the line was never constructed
for £600,000. It cost £914,000, and
£30,000 has been spent on property in
Albany, which in itself is a good asset.
The receipts during the last nine months
have been £55,000, so that, taking the
next three months on the same basis, the
revenue for the year will he about
£75,000. The expenditure has been 51
per cent., or about £37,000. This leaves
about £35,000 {0 the good, or taking the
interest on £1,100,000 at 3 per cent., the
profit wilt pay the interest on the purchase
price and leave about £5,000 to the good
at the present rate of traffic. The pur-
chasge of this railway will help to do away
with some of the troubles at Fremantle.
If three or four ships come into Fremantle
together, some of them can now be sent
to Albany to unload. In the past this
could not bhe done, otherwise it would
have been open for the company to say
that the colony could not do without it,
and the price of the line would have been
raised. The amonnt of rolling stock is
as follows:—45 wagons, 10 engines of
the best type, and 10 bogie saloons. In
addition to this, there are to arrive 100
new wagons and 4 bogie saloons, which
will all come within the purchase. There
is another asset, although, perhaps, there
is not much value in it. The company
has sold about 250,000 acres of land,
some of it on deferred payment, and the
Government will receive all further pay-
ments unless they relax them.

Tae Hon. C. A. Piesse: 80,000 acres
have been sold on deferred payment;
167,000 acres have been sold right cut.

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom): Whatever it is the
Government take it over; in fact,
altogether, the Government will stand in
the position of the company. I do not
know that T can add any more. Hon.
members are so well aware of the facts
that is hardly wise to labour them. I
can only now commend the motion to the
favourable consideration of hon. members,
and hope they will aftirm it this evening,
50 that o cable may he sent to Londoen.
I may add that there is no truth in the
statement that the Govermmnent have
already sent a cable to London on the
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subject. T move thut the following
message be sent to the TLegislative
Assembly :—* That this Hounse approves
“of the purchase by the Government of
‘“the whole of the interests of the
“ Western Anstralion Land Company in
“ Western Australia, including the rail-
“way from Beverley to Albany, all
“rolling stock, unsold lands, unpaid
* instalments in arrear and in prospect on
“lands seld on deferred payments, and
“all other property of every deseription
“in Western Australia, and rights and
*intorests under the contract between the
“ Government and Anthony Horden,
“dated 25th day of Outober, 1884, for
*“the sum of One million one hundred
“ thousand ponnds.”

Tre Hon. 8. H. Pagrger: 1 do not
think the hon. gentleman mentioned how
the money is to be paid. Ts it to be paid
by debentnres or in cash ¥

Twe MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom): The company is
willing o take 3 per cent, inseribed
stock.

Tug Hox. F. T. CROWDER: I have
much pleasurein supporting the resolution
betore the House, and in doing so I may
express my pleasure in being able to con-
gratulate the Government on bringing
this matter to a termination. In taking
over the interests of the company they
are binding together a large portion of
the population of the colony which at the
present time consider themselves isolated
from their fellow-colonists. They have
been unable to take advantage of our
liberal land laws or other Acts which
had been passed for the benefit of the
agricultural population. The purchase
of this railway is a matter I have had
seriously at heart for many years. I
was returned at the head of the poll for
the province I represent, and the chief
plank of my platform was the purchase
of this railway and its lands, so that T
think that I may fairly say that those
whom I represent are in favour of the
present action of the Government.
Certain residents of Albany thought fit to
oppose me on this question, hut their
arguments were  Very narrow  Ones,
and T Dhelieve that those who used
them now admit their error. Had there
uvot heen a strong opposition on the
part of the people I refer to, I feel
sure this purchase would have been made
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long ago. It has been said, too. that I
got into Parliament to support the pur-
chase of the Great Southern Railway,
and that from then up to the present I
have kept my mouth shut on the subject.
I have been working, however, from the
start, but it has been a delicate matter to
speak about publicly. Moreover,if I had
been constantly bringing the subject be-
fore this House, it would have gone forth
to the bondholders that the Legislature
was anxious to purchase, and consequently
they would have asked a heavy price.
All along T was assured that the Govern-
ment were earnestly endeavouring to bring
about the purchase, but that they ware
not prepared to allow their hands to be
forced. I believe that if an alfempt hiul
been mmade to come to terms before this a
much lnrger price would have had to be
paid. I have travelled over the lands
through which the railway passes, and a
deul of them can he turned to good
account, and bhefore many months have
passed I feel sure we shall see a large
population settled on the ground which
the Government are now resuming. ‘The
policy of the Land Compuny has been a
very foolish one, and the Government
have somewhut contributed to it by not
insisting on one of the clauses of the
agreement, whereby the company was
bound to place so many immigrants on
the land.  All through, the company has
gone ou the principle of getting as much
as they could for the land, whereas the
Government will sell it cheaply or even
give it away to secure settlement, and
thus make the railway pay by carrying
the produce of the soil. So far as the
working of the railway is concerned, I
wish to say that I consider the Great
Southern a model railway, one which will
compare more than favourably with any
other service I have travelled over.
Under the able management of Mr
Broadfoot it. has been worked in such o
manner as to be the envy of the manage-
ments of the Australian colonies. Tt has
been shown to be possible to work a line
for 5d. per mile less than any other, We
all know what Mr. Short, the able traffic
manager, and the rest of the officials
have done, and I feel sure that we
shall be looking after our own interests
by retaining the services of those who
have proved tliemsetves more than com-
petent in the working of this railway. I
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only wish to say that the Government
are to be congratulated on bringing the
purchase to a close, and the inhabitants
are also to be congratulated on having
regained that which the Government
made a mistake in parting with. I do
not helieve in railwavs being built on the
principle of the Great Southern and it is
a good thing that we are able now to get
this line into our own hands. T am sure
it will return a big percentage on the
ontlay, for it is no bogus concern. I
have much pleasure in supporting the
maotion before the House.

Tue Hown. C. A. PIESSE : It is with

mixed feclings that I speak to this motion

—feclings of joy that the matter is now
settled, and ol regret that it has been so
long in being settled. Y am one of those
who, for 12 years, has known what it is
to go throngh a period of penul servitude
of the worst class which living on this
line, and being bound down so that we
could not help vurselves, has been. I de
not wish to weary hon. members by
making any lengthy remarks on this sub-
ject, bucause the matter has been so long
hefore the public that everyone must
know how we have been trying in vain to
settle the land under the conditions
imposed by the company. We have seen
business place after business place go
down; and old settlers, whe once had
thousands of sheep, either leaving the
district for other parts to make a fresh
start, or becoming shepherds themselves.
These old settlers, who held only
small holdings for the purpose of sheep
farming, suftered most severely, because
the company took it for granted that,
having made their selections in the early
days, they had got the best land available,
and the company thereupon selected all
round them, and deprived them of their
runs. Fortunately, the Government get
this land back, and I may tell hon.
wembers that some choice spots will now
e available for selection. There are
some beautiful pools on the Williams
which are never dry, and the land round
them is only waiting for people to select.
I should like to hy stress upen this point,
becanse a feeling has got abroad that all
the eyes have been picked out of the land.
That is not so. In seven years' working
the company has only secured five new
settlers in the district to which I refer,
and these do not hold more than 5,000
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acres of land. The people living along
the railway have asked us to release them
from their obligations to the company,
and to place them on a similar footing to
the settlers in more fortunate parts.
Hon. members would scarcely credit the
intense anxiety which has heen felt by
these settlers ag Lo whether they would
get free or not. Even when the matter
was before the sharcholders of the com-
pany in England the settlers conld not
get on with their work on account of
their anxiety to know what their fate
would be. It is of no use, however, to
labour the question, for T thmh the 0ulv
point we have to consider is whether the
railway is worth what is asked for it.
There need be no two opinions on that
point. At present, the greater portion of
the company's debentures bear 6 per
cent. interest, others bear 8 per ¢ent., and
some 10, Therefore, what would involve
the company in a loss would give a profit
to the Government, with debentures
bearing interest at 3 per cent. In addi-
tion to this the Government could obtain
more rolling stock, and open up the
lands, and thus make still larger profits.
The present receipts of the company are
more than sufficient, with the line in the
hands of the Government, to pay interest
on the puorchnse money and working
expenses. I do not take the value of the
lands into consideration at all, for I think
the railway itself is honestly worth the
£1.100,000. I regret the argument
which was used agaiust this railway when
we were considering the Agricultural
Lands Purchase Bill, for the people of
the district throngh which it passes do
not consider that they posscss the only
agricultural land in the colony. Besidus
the railway and the lands, there is the
magnificent jetty at Albany at which
ships of any size can land their cargo.
Reference has been made to the employés
of the company. I hope that provision
will be made to take over as many of
them as possible ; they have proved
themselves reliable und trusiworthy, and
I should be sorry to see any of them
thrown out of employment through this
purchase.

Tue How. D. K. CONGDON: I should
not like to be quite silent on an im-
portant subject like this. We have
looked forward with some anxiety as to
what course the Government would take
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in regard to this railway, for we bave
long felt that the policy of the land
compauy was not a good one in the
interests of the particular portion of the
colony concerned. In helping to bring
this matter f¢ a head as he has done,
the Hon. Mr. Piesse deserves a great
deal of credit, and I now congratulate
him on the suceessful termination of his
labours. T hope the purchase will be
completed and will prove a source of
profit to the colony directly as well as
indirectly.

Question put und passed.

Resolution agreed to, xeported and
the report ulopt(.d

LOAN BILL (£3,500,000), 159
SECORND READING.

ADJOURNED DEBATE.

Tre Hown. 8. H. PAREER: 1 feel
bound to say that when this Bill was
introduced I was very much concerned
to find that this colony was embarking
on a borrowing policy to su large an
extent. It appeared to me (and I do not
know that it does not at the present
time) that we were quite ignoring the
lessons we should have learnt from the
financial positions of the neighbouring
colonies when we follow in their footsteps
and take no note of warning from their
experience. Eventually, I fear our posi-
tion will be very similar to what theirs
i1s. I take it the present Government are
in o large measure responsible for initia-
ting a system of expending loan moneys.
I am not prepared to say that the public
at large wonld not in the course of time
have demanded an expenditure to a con-
siderable extent, but I think that the
Government are responsible for having
educated the public taste to such an
exlent that they are not satisfied with
borrowing one or two millious, but in
one session alone they are prepared to
aceept the responsibility of six millions.
We have a large and increasing revenue,
far beyond our needs, and 1 cannot but
think that some of the works which are
contained in the schedule to this Bill
should be constructed out of cur surplus.
In these circumstances it seems to me
that we cannot properly consider this Bill
until we have the Estimates of expendi-
ture before us, so that we may see how
much money the Glovernment propose to
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expend out of the general revenne on |
public works. Having these Estimates !
before us, we shall be able to judge of

the works the Government propose to

construct, and the amount of money they |
will involve. It is said that all the
works in the schedule arc necessnry. I
admit that the larger part of them: ap-
pear to be so. and I regret extremely
that we are obliged to borrow such im-
mense smns of money to construct them.
As regards some, however, I cannot
think they are absolutely necessury.
The hon. gentleman who introduced this
Bill stated, I believe, that our present
population amounted to 125,000 people.
In his caleulations he cstimated that, in
the course of a few years, the population
would amount to 200,000, and he told us
that, when we had borrowed all the
money authorised this session, our in-
debtedness would he about £11,500,000,
which would make the indebtedness per
head about £52. I do not think it is
a safe policy to borrow on the chance of
an increased population. The money
will be borrowed for a certainty, but
there is no certainty as regards the in-
crease of population. We all hope that
my hon. friend’s anticipations will turn
out to be correct, but surely the safe
course i8 to borrow only such moneys as
the population at the time the Loan Bill
iz passed can safcly be counted upon to
pay. In adopting the present course we
are discounting the futnre to too great
an extent. If in some years to come our
population numbers 200,000, we shall
then possess a debt of £52 per head, and
we shall have precluded ourselves from
further borrowing until there is a further
increase. The national debt of Greut
Britain amounts to £700,000,000, and if
Great Britain were to owe money in the
same proportion to her population as we
shall, she would owe £3,100,000,000,
more than four times her debt at the
present time. Calculating our population
at 130,000, a number which has not yet
been reached, we shall owe, when all
this woney has been raised, over £88
per head, a far larger sum than is owed by
any of the ncto-hhonrmrv colonies. Itmay
be, as we all hope it ml] that by the time
this money is expended our population
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will have increased. hut surely the safe
and statesmanlike course would be to
wait for the population and not borrow
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money in anticipation. We may be sure
that, having embarked on this borrowing
policy, we shall go on like the neighbour-
ing colonies until our ¢redit is no longer
of any avail to us in the London market.
The present Grovernment having initiated
and carried out the policy of public works,
a policy by which nearly every con-
stituency is awarded a large sum for
expundltmc, I fear no Government which
follows will he strong enough to resist
the clamors for expunditure until our
credit is exhausted. Then will come the
day of reckoning, und I trust the present
Government will never have cause to
regret what I say is a policy of lavish
expenditure, which they have educated
the people of Wastern Australia up to.
It seems to me that the Government
might fairly well bave gone along by
saying, as regurds some of the works
which we consider necessary, that as to
some of them they would be constructed
out of our surplns revenue, and us to
others, that it is safer to wait for the
further development which will take place,
and the increased population which we
all think will reach our shores. I know
that a policy of lavish expenditure brings
prosperity to members of Parlininent and
to the public generally for a time, and is
one which I think hus never been success-
fully opposed. Tf o Government bring
forward such a policy, and show that the
revenue is increasing, and is able to bear
the charge of interest necessitated by the
increased lown, then we shall always find
that not only Parliament, but the public
at large, will be prepared to accept the
views of the Ministry and avail them-
selves of all the benefits which acerue by
the increase of public expenditure. I
have no hope, therefore, that we shall be
able to retard the policy which has been
initiated—a. policy of lavish expenditure,
and nothing more than a sop to all the
constitucncies—until our credit is damned
in the London market. I have no hope
of opposing any of these items. I might
point out some which I consider are
absolutely necessary. I do not think it
necessary that wa should build railways to
every nuning shaft. T do not think that
when we have a railway to Kalgoorlie it is
necessary to carry it on to Kanowna. The
hon. the Mivister said that if we agreed to
thisrailway it would enahle mining machin-
ery to be carried, and that the mines could
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then be developed. T understand that
Kanowna is only 12 or 13 miles from
Kalgoorhe. Surely if the mines are
worth anything they can be developed
with a railway within 12 miles of them.

Tur Mivistrer ror Mives (Hon. E.
H. Wittenoomn): There are a lot of
wines beyond which would benefit.

Tue How. S. H. PARKER: Pro-
bably so. Then I doubt whether the
policy of the Government in starting the
railway to Menzies as is proposed from
Kalgoorlie is not very detrimental to the
harbour works at Fremantle. It might
be said that the Government should look
to all parts of the colony and should not
favour Fremantle or any other portatthe
expense of another, and that, on the other
hand, if Esperance is the natural port, it
should be opened up without regard to
the effect of it. We must bear in mind,
however, that we are incurring an
immense expenditure of public funds at
Fremantle in order to attract the shipping
there. 1If, therefore, we have any idea of
making Fremantle the port of the colony
and any idew thal the trade to the gold-
fields should go through Perth and Fre-
mantle—any idea that the muil steamers
should be induced to call there—then I
cannot but help thinking that it is unwise
to take any steps which may affect that
port. If we do not intend these things,
then there is no justification for con-
structing the harbour works at a cost of
£800,000. But if our view is to con-
centrate the trade at Fremantle, then I
think all other public works should be
subservient to that idea; I take it that we
are within a reasonable distance of huv-
ing a railway from Esperance to Dundas.
If the Dundas fields are anything like
as valuable as they are reported to be, we
shall be unable to resist the construction
of a line connecting them with their
natural port. That work has alveady
heen suggested to the Government, and,
even if the colony refuses to undertake
it, I feel certain that members of Parlia-
ment generally-will consider it unreason-
able to refuse a concession to o private
company to build the line. Having
reached Dundas, will it not afterwards,
and very shortly afterwards, he connected
with Coolgardie, and, if so, will not the
result be that the trade of the gold-
fields will pass, not through Tre-
mantle, but through Esperance? Will
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not the result of this De that the
£800,000 which we are expending on
constructing this magnificent harbour be
of little avail to the colony? Had the
Government proposed to construct the
extension to Menzies. not from Coolgardie
or Kalgoorlie, but in such a direction
that it would enable us to hold the frade
of the ficlds, then these .magnificent
harbour works would be justified. Asat
present intended, by coustructing the
railway from Kalgoorlie, the line must
be carried on to Esperance, and thos the
trade in the future will be passed through
the haunds of the merchants and store-
keepers of the other colonies, instead of
through the hands of those to whom it
justly belongs,

Twe How. R. 8. Haynes: That might
be under free trade.

Tue Howx, 8. H. PARKER : Whether
we have free trade or not it will not affect
the profits of the merchants or traders,
and it will mean that the colony at
large will be taxed more for the benefit
of the neighbouring colonies than for our
own people, There is another large item
on this schedule which the Minister may
be able to give us some explanation about
when we go into committee; £200,000 is
put down under the head of development
of goldfields and mineral resources. As
I said, it is almost impossible to offer
any objection to this borrowing policy,
still I feel sure hon. members will demand
a full explanation of every item before
the Bill is pussed. We have had no ex-
planation of this item of £200,000. My
hon. friend the Minister says it will be
spent on water supplies and other works;
but surcly we are not going to pass se
large an item omn such a bare statement
as this. Again we have the item
“ Water supplies for towns,” and the
hon, the Minister admits that he is notin
a position even to tell us the names of the
towns which are to have the benefit of it.
Then there 1= the * Fremantle dock and
slip.” I cannot say that I require any
further information abeunt that. The
amount for " Fremantle harbour works ™
we all know about. “ Dredges and barges”
—IXthink weshould have somne explanation
of these. I understand the colony is
already in possession of a large number
of dredges and barges, which are
heing used at Fremantle. I imagine
that in the course of a few years the
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harbour works will be completed, and ' In the first place, I must congratulate

that there will be no further use for the
dredges and barges at Fremantle, I
should have thought that then they
might be used for other parts of the
colony. Then thereis the item *Sewerage
for Perth and Fremantle,” and I will only
remark that this amount is only the first
instalment. Before we pass it, however,
I think we should know what the estimate
of the work is. As regards the Menzies
railway, I do not suppose I can ask for
any further information. Then we come
to a large item—* Additions and im-
provements t¢ open railways”—and I
think we shou!d huve the fullest infor-
mation before we consent to it. I do not

know how much of the first item is to be

applied to the purchase of lands, or how
much to works, but I think we should
know, und also how the works are to be
performed. Then we have £140,000 put
down for rolling stock. We have already
voted immense sums for rolling stock,
and I am anxious to know how it is that
every time we build railways we provide
rolling stock for them, and yet the
department is now usking for this large
gsum. I do not think we should be doing
our duty unless we demanded the fullest
explanation of all these items before
attempting to pass them. I potice that
the departmental expenditure comes to
abont 5 per cent. on each work, but we
can hardly imagioe that it will cost about
£60,000 simply to order this rolling
stock.

Tue MmvisTer For Mines (Hon. E.
H. Wittenoom): Some of it has to be
put together in the colony. In many
cases the ironwork only is imported and
the woodwork is constructed here.

Tre Howx. 8. H. PAREKER: Alto-
gether, the departmental expenditure is
put down at £178,000, a sum one would
almost think sufficient to keep an im.
mense staff doing nothing but what is
called departmental work. I have no-
thing more to say on this Bill, but I again
ask that we shall be furnished with the
tullest explanation of every item before
we are asked to pass it.

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES (Hou.
E. H. Wittenoom) : As po hon. member
evidently intends to speak on the second
reading of this Bill, I may refer shortly
to the speech which has just been
delivered by the Hon. Mr. Parker.

him oo having sounded a note of warning,
and advised us not to go too fast or to
be too lavish. No matter how flourishing
our circumstances may be, it is always a
good thing to have cautious men wmong
us who will not hold up the brightest
side of the picture. The remarks made
by the hon. member must be useful to
us, even if they do nothing else than
cause us to reflect and be careful before
consenting to a large expenditure of
public funds. For my part, I fully
endorse all he has said, and I may add
that if any hon. member can show that
we can do without any of the works pro-
vided for in the schedule he will earn the
thanks of the Government, because we
have been trying for months past to see
what we could leave out, and have failed.
The hon. member says that some of the
works should be constructed oul of our
excess revenue. If, however, he had
looked at the Estimates of Expenditure
which I have laid on the table, he would
have seen that, although the revenue is
anticipated to be very large, yet after
evervthing is provided for there will be
ounly £14,000 or £15,000 left. Thus it
will be seen that there will be no money
available with which to vndertake any of
these works. Then the hon. member
said that we should not incur further
borrowing until we obtained more popu-
lution. If, however, we wait until then,
all the industries we are endeavouring to
foster will, in the meantime, be languish-
ing. We are, as I have already said,
somewhat in the position of a firm just
starting in business, and when a httle
assistance, at a critical time, may do an
immense amount of good. The Govern-
ment are of opinion that the expenditure
of these moneys will do such a vast
amount of good that they have decided
to embark upon further borrowing. Then
the hon. member drew a dark picture of
what would result from starting the rail-
way to Menzies from Kalgoorlie. If his
premises be correct, I agree that his
remarks may be justified; but I would
ask him whether he thinks that a
Government which would build a railway
from Esperance would hesitate to build
a small branch line as well if it were
required, so that we could retain com-
mand of the trafic. Onpe of the principal
reasons which have induced the Govern-
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ment to start from Kalgoorlie is economy.
There is a saving of £50,000 to start
with.

I'ne Howx. R. G. BurgEs:
start from Coolgardie ?

Taz MINISTER FOR MINES (Hou.
E. H. Wittencom): If we had started
from Coolgardie we should have missed
Kalgcorlie. With regard to the informa-
tion asked for, I shall be only too glad
to afford the fullest explanation in com-
mittee, The reason I did not go too
much into detail the other night was that
the whole of the information and figures
have hbeen circulated in the newspapers,
and I felt that to repeat it would have
been inflicting stale mews upon hon.
members, As regards the item “ Develop-
ment of mineral resources,” it is almost
impossible to say how the money will be
expended. The Government desire, how-
ever, to have funds available to meet such
emergencies as have arisen i the past,
when large sums of mouey had to be
gpent on their own authority without the
approval of Parliament. With regard to
the question of water supply for towns,
a Bill has been introduced. and read a
first time, nnder which this money will
be lent. As the towns which take advan-
tage of it will have to pay interest there
can be no objection to this item. As
regards *“ Dredges and barges,” the
reason for this item is that two or three
of them are coming from England. There
is such a lot of work to be done along
our coasts, and which cannot wait until
the Fremantle harbour works are finished.
At Cossack some work is urgently re-
quired to be done, and it would not he
fair to put it off until the Fremantle
barbour works arc completed in three
years’ time. As to * Sewerage for Perth
and Fremantle,” T may say the totul
estimate "is £300,000, and, if the cities
grow, probably more will be required.
The additions to open railways include
the duplication of the line between Perth
and Midland Junction. This will cost
£60,000. The purchase of land will
involve £170,000. Then there are electric
stafl system and signals £40,000, work-
shops at Midland Junction £80,000, and
water supply along the lines (although

robably the water scheme which has
Eeeu passed will do away with the
necessity for this) £130,000, and other
items.  As the Hon. Mr. Parker has

Why not
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said, the departmental expenditure is
caleulated ot five per cent. In many cases
the money is required for clerical work.
As regards the expenditure in ¢connection
with the rolling stock, we must hear in
mind that & good deal has to be done
after it arrives. In many cases the iron-
work ouly is imported, and the woodwork
is constructed here. Of the £1,100,000
for rolling stock £400,000 worth has
already been ordered and is on the way
out, and a farther £400,000 worth has
just been indeuted for. The balance of
the money the Government desire to keep
in hand to meet the requirements for the
next two or three years. I do not think
any further information is necessary now,
but if any hon. gentleman desires to have
an explanation on any item I shall be
happy to give it when the time arrives.

Tae Hon. C. E. DEMPSTER: This
Bill is a matter of so much importance
that I think it my duty to express an
opinion upon it I fully concur with the
able manner in which the Hon. Mr.
Parker laid the matter before us, and I
cannot help thinking that we are ex-
fremely rash in entering so largely into a
policy of borrowing when we might be
more moderate. We are rather endeavour-
ing to be in advance of the times than in
going with them, and I am afraid the
result will be that we shall find ourselves
in the position of the other colonies.
Should this be so, it will be more serious
for us, because we have not the advan-
tages that they have. We have not the
same extent of rich land. Everything
depends upon the prosperity of our gold-
fields. If they do not go ahead it means
ruin to Western Australia, for we ghall
be saddled with a debt which we can
never shake off.  In these circumstances,
T think it would be wiser if we wers more
moderate in our borrowing policy. Many
of the items I think we might do with-
out for some time. The water supply for
towns ts o matter, for instance, which we
should not borrow money for, as I think
the towns should de a little for them-
selves in this respect.

Tar Minisrer For Mines {(Hon. E.
H. Wittenoom): Thev will pay the in-
terest.

Ter Hox. C. E. DEMPSTER: 1
think they should be made to do more
for themselves. There is scarcely a
town in  the country which cannot
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conserve water enough to last the
residents throughout the year, but
everyone in these duys gues to the
Government for everything. People
not only usk for what is necessary to
meet their requirements at the present
time, but they want what they will require
in the future as well. The Fremantle
harbour works seem to be an everlasting
drain on the resources of the colony. I
am not going to say that the sewerage
works for Perth and Fremantle are not
necessary, but I think that the works
should be carried out by the towns them-
selves. As regards the Menzies railway,
I think it might have been deferred until
our goldfields are more firinly established
than they are. I hope, in committee,

the hon. the Minister-will be able to show |

us that most of the items in the schedule

- to this Bill will be reproductive, although
if T had my own way, I should not ap-
prove of borrowing to so great an
extent.

Tue PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir G.
Shenton) : According to the rules of the
House, a right of reply is given to the
hon. member who moves the second read-
ing of a Bill. Some time elapsed after
the Hon. Mr. Parker concluded his
speech, and no other hon. member ap-
parently being desirous of speaking, the
hon. the Minister for Mines rose to reply.
Now it appears that hon. members wish
to re-open the debate. In these circum-
stances I shall exercise the discretion
which is given me, and allow the hon.
the Minister for Mines a further right of
reply. T may add that it is quite contrary
to Parlinmentary practice to carry on a
debate in this way.

TrHE Hon. R. 8. HAYNES: I represent
a district in the Northern part of the
colony, and, looking at the schedule to
this Bill, I cannot help thinking that the
Government have entirely abandoned the
North. Those hon. members who are
always against the Government—the
Hou. Mr. Burges and the Hon. Mr.
Kidson, for instance—seem to get the
most, and, it follows, therefore, that if we
desire to get anything for our con-
sittuencies we must oppose the Govern-
ment. Out of this loan no less than
£685,000 is for Fremantle, and yet that
town is loudest 1n its complaints against
the Government. Most of the money
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away inte the sea., The £200,000 for
development of goldfields and mineral
resources is all to go to Coolgardie,
and the DMurchison and Northern
fields are to be entirely neglected.
The item “Water supply for towns” I am
in favour of, but the amount is a miserly
one. “ Fremantle dock and slip”—here
is Fremantle again. *“ Harbour worksi'—
Fremaotle again.  *Dredges and barges”
—it is said these are for Cossack, but
they will never get out of Fremauntle. By
the time they are ready to leave Fremantle
they will be fit for nothing other than to
be sold as old irom. *Deep sewerage”
—another item for Fremantle. The
whole Bill is for Fremantle and Cool-
gardie. No doubt the object of the
Government. in framing it w this way
was to prevent the unemployed at Fre-
mantle from striking, and to satisfy the
capacious maws of the people of Cool-
gardie. Probably they are afraid that
Coolgardie will separate if the people
there are not satisfied, and the next thing
we shall hear is that Fremantle will want
separation. As something is required
for the North, I shall propose to head a
deputation in favour of separation.
Before I vote for this Bill I must have a
pledge from the Government that some-
thing will be done for the North,

Tre Hon. A, B. KIDSON : I think I
may satisfy the anxiety of the hon.
gentleman that there is no intention on
the part of the people of Fremantle to
separate so long us they receive fair treat-
ment at the hands of the Government.
The hon. member thinks his constituency
has mnot received fair treatment. I
sympathise with him, and any co-opera-
tion I can give him in obtaining a fair
share of the good things that are going,
I shall be willing to extend. Fremantle,
however, is not a small fishing village,
such as the hon. member represents. It
is the chief port of the colony. Although
attention has been called to the fact that
a large amount under this Bill is for
Fremantle, it must be borne in mind
that the greater part of 1t is for the con-
tinuation of the harbour works, which are
not for the benefit of Fremantle alone,
but are being constructed in the interests
of the whole colony. I think hon. mem-
bers will do well to take heed of the
note of warning which has fallen from

provided for Fremantle is to be thrown j the Hon. Mr. Parker. T think o large
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number of the works in the schedule
might well be constructed out of revenue.

Tae MivisTer ror Mines (Hon, E.
H. Wittenoom): What works, and
where is the revenne ?

Tue Hown. A. B. KIDSON: The hon.
member will be able to answer that better
than I can. We have a revenue of
£2,000,000, and it seems to me that
many of these works might be con-
structed out of it. .

Tue Mivister For Mives (Hon. E.
H. Wittenoom): All the money is
allotited.

Tre How. A. B. KIDSON: Perhaps
some- of the items provided for by the
Estimates might be left ont and some of
these inserted. I aw sorry to have to say
that, in my view, so long as we have the
present Engineer-in-Chief we shall have
these tremendous loans asked for. Siuce
he has been here we have had a continual
series of loans for public works, but I
think the time has arrived when we should
pause a little and not go so fast. Iknow
the Premier does not agree with this,and
when any objection is taken to, his pro-
posals, he says ** Let us leave the timid
and laggard omes behind.” I do not
agree with him, for T think this borrowing
policy will eventually result in disaster to
the colony. We are depending almost
entirely on the goldfields, and if there
happens to be a slump our position will
be most serious. As vegards this Bill,
the information given by the hon. the
Minister is verv meagre, and I do not
think we ought to vote for it without
further explanation. We should exercise
the greatest cantion and not indulge in
what the Hon. Mr. Parker has very
rightly termed lavish expenditure. If,
however, the Bill is passed, I can only
hope it will result in lasting good to the
colony.

Tae Hon. F. M. STONE: Imovethat
the debate be adjourned.

Motion put and passed.
Debate adjourned accordingly.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House at 945 o’clock, adjourned
nntil Tuesday, 13th October, 1896, at
4-:30 o'clock, p.m.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Stores at Fremanile.

Reqislatite Assembly,
Thursday, Sth October, 1896.

Jury Act Amendment Bill: Message From the Governor
— Question : Perth.Fremnntle Road — Question:
Stores Department nt Fremantle, nnd reported re-
movul—Motion: Standing Orders Suspended for
expediting business—-Waterworks Bill: third rend.
iug—Anoonl Estimates: Complaint of delny we
Excess Bill ; Railwaysand Works Estimates further
congidered — Cue-Nannine Railway Bill: pecoud
reéading—Perth Racecourse Enilway Bill: secoud
rending—Kalgoorlie-Konowun Railwoy Bill : second
reading—Adjournment.

Tre SPEAKER took the Chair at 4:30
o'clock, p.m. :

PraYERS.

“JURY ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR.

Tur PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
presented a Message from his Excellency
the Governor, and the same was read,
recommending an appropriation to he
made out of the Consolidated Revenue
Fund for the purpose of an Act to amend
the Jury Act, 1871; a Bill with that
object having Deen introduced on the
previous day.

QUESTION—PERTH-FREMANTLE ROAD.

Mg. WOOD (for Mr. Solomon), in
accordance with notice, asked the Director
of Public Works when there was a pro-
bability of the Perth-Fremantle Road
being opened for public use.

Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Hon. F. H. Piesse) replied
that, at the present rate of progress, it
would probably be about six months
hefore the entive road was completed and
open for traffic.

QUESTION—STORES DEPARTMENT AT
FREMANTLE, AND REPORTED RE-
MOVAL.

Mr. WOOD (for Mr. Higham), in
accordance with notice, asked the Direc-
tor of Public Works whether it was the
intention of the Government to remove
the Colonial Stores Department from
Fremantle.

Tee DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Hon. ¥. H. Piesse) replied
that there was no intention to do so at
present.



